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lapsed. He was taken by steamer to Natchez to
the girlhood home of his wife, Mary Jane (Wil-
liams) Prentrss, whom he had married in 1842,
but her care could not arrest the inroads of dis-
ease. He died there at "Long-wood" and was
buried at "Gloucester," survived by his widow
and four children.
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PRESBREY, EUGENE WILEY (Mar. 13,
i853-Sept. g, 1931), stage manager and drama-
tist, was associated in various capacities with the
American theatre through his entire active life.
He was bora in Williamsburg, a small country
town in western Massachusetts, the son of Lu-
ther Clarke Presbrey, a cloth finisher who had
come from Wellington, Conn., and Julia (Hill-
man) Presbrey, a native of Williamsburg. Go-
ing to Boston before he had reached the age of
twenty, Presbrey became first an art student, and
then dabbled in art in his own studio for several
years after he had begun to make the stage his
profession. He was taken into the company at
the Boston Theatre and acted minor utility parts
there from 1874 to 1879, appearing under the
name of E. Wiley, and sometimes as Gene Wiley,
In The Two Orphans, The Exiles, Sardanapalus,
and other melodramas and spectacles that were
then popular. "Drifting to New York/' as he
himself expressed it, he acted first at the Madi-
son Square Theatre, then under the direction of
Daniel Frohman, in The Professor and Esmer-
ddaf and when the latter play was taken on the
road he filled the position of stage director and
manager. When the Madison Square Theatre
came under the direction of A. M. Palmer, he
was retained by him, and remained in his employ
and at Palmer's Theatre from 1884 to 1896, tak-
ing an active part in the stage production of Jim
the Penman, Captain Swift, Aunt Jack, Sealed
Instructions, Alabama, Trilby, and many other
plays. During this period he also lectured on
dramatic subjects before the students of the
American Academy of Dramatic Arts.

In an interview Presbrey declared as his pro-
fessional objective and as the result of his per-
sonal experience that "the ideal stage manager
should be the epitome of versatility, and should
be familiar with art, science, literature, music,
for these are his tools." He wrote, rearranged,
adapted, and dramatized many plays, drawing
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his material mainly from novels and the work of
other dramatists. He was primarily a play con-
structor with all the tricks of his trade in his head
and at his fingers' ends, and it is doubtful if he
ever contributed anything original to the stage.
One of his earliest plays was The Squirrel Inn
(1893) made from Frank R. Stockton's story of
that title with the aid of its author, and this was
followed by A Virginia Courtship (1901), its
theme being that of The Rivals with its scene
changed to colonial America; Raffles (1904),
from E. W. Hornung's stories of the exploits of
a gentleman burglar; The Right of Way (1907),
from Sir Gilbert Parker's novel; The Adven-
tures of Gerard (1905), from Arthur Conan
Doyle's romantic story, and The Barrier (1908),
from Rex Beach's romance. He went to Califor-
nia in 1919, and during his later years he was
associated in an advisory capacity in the mo-
tion pictures at the studios in Hollywood.
Aside from his stage interests he was a designer
and builder of yachts and an expert in marine
and land shells, of which he had a large collec-
tion. He was married in June 1877 to Carrie
Paine, later to Annie Russell, the actress, and on
June 16, 1897, to Alice L. Fifield, who with a
son survived him.
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PRESCOTT, ALBERT BENJAMIN (Dec.
12, i832-Feb. 25, 1905), chemist, son of Benja-
min and Experience (Huntley) Prescott, was
born at Hastings, N. Y., and died at Ann Arbor,
Mich. He was descended from John Prescott
who settled in Watertown, Mass., in 1640, and
in 1643 was one of the first settlers of Lancaster,
Mass. His early years were spent on a farm. An
accident at an early age partially crippled him
for life and his enforced leisure he spent in study-
ing language, literature, and science. Stirred by
current topics, he espoused the cause of anti-
slavery and wrote articles for the Liberator.
Later he acted as a general reporter for the New
York Tribune. About 1854 he decided to study
medicine, and during the next six years he re-
viewed chemistry and zoology and also spent
some time in the office of a physician. Entering
the department of medicine of the University of
Michigan in 1860, he soon attained a high rank
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